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NOW’S BABY CHICK TIME

Star-Egg-0 users are getting more and better
eggs—eggs with high fertility, which means more
and better chicks. 25c, 50c and $1.00 packages.

START BABY C

esale Agents, Washington, D. C.

L 4

HICKS RIGHT

Star-Chic-A puts the baby
chick on its feet at once. No
other food necessary to start
baby chicks right, but Star-
Chic=A. 10c and 40c pack-
ages.

The Star line of Poultry
Remedies and Foods at all
feed, seed and poultry sup-
ply dealers’. Get our new
catalogue.

| DEVELOPMENT OF CHICKS

WANTED —Large size r's Incubator: state
particulars and price. x 313. Star office. *

BEGGS FOR HATCHING—Barred Plymouth Bocks,

Thompeon's Rioglets, FBradles’s winter-laring
strains: $1 fifteen: $56 luodred. Louls Simp-
kins, 2811 Central ave., Woodridge, D. C.; ph me
North 3980-W. s

INDIAN RCNNER DUCK EGGS—Wonderful
laying straln, §1 per setting: will dellver in
downtown Washiogion. A. P. Norton, Beth-

. Md., ar Borean Labor Statistics. =1
INCUBATORR—2 Kuckeye: in first-class condi-
tion; complete: one 6U- t‘ll\lcl.ly. other 110
egxe.  Apply to B. A, vell, Chevy Chase,
Md.: phone Cleveland 617. 2

SICILIAN BUTTERCUPS for sale; cockerel and
nine pullets. B. A. Leavell, Chevy Chase, Md.;
phone Cleveland G17. 21

DO YOO WANT EGGS?

Stope's MULTUM OVUM will filll the
basket. BEverytilug for the tryman.
eggs daily. N. B. ATONE. B16 9ih st.

S.-C. WHITE LEGHORN and imperial Pekis
ducks. Ergs for hatching., Heserve Hill Poaltry
Farm, East Falls Churrh, Va. Farm
Rosalyn 04, Office. @13 15th: phooe M

SHOULD BE UNCHECKED

Feeding, Ventilation and Avoidance
of Overcrowding in Brooders and

. Corkeys
\ POULTRY TONIC -
Aeeo¥ Yaur Breeders
\ 5

VIEOrOUS PRTETIL
means

1’
chi- ks popont of the shell
ppt® (ot 2 1 b Fail.

Avoid unnecessary loss by givdeg
CONKEY'S WHITE DIARRIEA REMEDY
dripking water from the stast ST,
kev's Gonds are sold by Seed. Feed,
ware and Ponltry Supply Storess

RIIMGE WYANDOTT
£33, 55 for 15 all peas
S. FE. Ferrar. Elm ave., 1
et Us Hatch Your Eggs for You
In Our 5.000-Egeg Candee
Incubator.
$1.25 FOR 75 EGGS.

i

dedd by prize w
Takemn Fark.

Soml 1
we'(]

nlnr yun have ooid eggs

Novova Farm.
silver Spring. Md.
Phone Kensisz

LY MO TIT ROUK
- . § g 13

= and paflets
drs Wrandotte pul-
i1 hens wmd pullers

fop

Hondans,
i D 3 L

WYANDOTTE eockerels aml szgs: Jolin
Martin direct. Camphell, 3610 29th <1, ne. 23*
Wir male Imll terriers: fox, four me
al watebdogs.,  Address Dox S5,
B LLIM I —Theroughbeed  Bosten il

rerrier
A

: six months old and house hroken
th 51, %6,

BANTAMS—A few black and haff Cochins for
sale: reasonable prices; hred from good stock. |
820 Shepherd =t. n.w, Cal. "3, 3=

Keep Your Pouitiv
Free From Disease

To protect your fowls
from roup, cholera, sore
head, #nd other maladies,
vou must breed, feed and
house them properly.

The International Correspond-

pﬁgﬂs,ll;mﬂ

The Big Stay-
White Kind
Bred to Lay

From

Ezgs

Large, Vigorous,
Pure-White Stock.
15 Eggs, $1.00
100 Eggs, $6.00
THOMAS C. POLLOCK,

1614 W St. S.E.
Phone Lincoln 1670.

Farm Hatcning Eggs

You will get high fenility and
B3 vitality in 5, C. White Leghorn
F-is Hatching Epgs ftom Rancocas,
ES: The ""Million Egg Fams."

3 Strong Germs assared, and 100%
fertility absolutely guaranteed.
+ 1000 eges, $70; 100, 59; 50, §5;
4 15,%2. Send for free booklet.
Rancecas Poultry Farms, Box 5 Browns Mills, K. J.
S. (. RHODE ISLAND (8): HATCHED FROM

Urst prize; all laying: $10. 1601 Newton
Brookiand. o

on Egg

e

SILVER CAMPINE (COCKEHRELS—Severa] for
sale. R €. Wood, Tirifton stationm, Va.,
Clerrydale . O, 23
ENGLIEH btoildogs: three: (m werd ixreed
on: ot : sides. . 621 Rhode oiena” abes n.w,
Apt. 22 Phone N, S064. =

Fertile ‘Eggs

and healthy chicks come only
from healthy hens.

for

Figs. 25c, b0c, 60c, $1.00; 25 1b. pail §2.50

never fails to build up the health of a

hen <o as to get the most and best
irom her. Best spring tonic.
HRefuse substitutes; insist on Pratts.

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money
Back.

Get Pratt’s 160-page Pounitry Book.

Seed, Feed and Poultry Supply

Dealers in Washington and
Vicinity. 6892

Houses Should Be Watched.

Profits of the Poultryman Lie in
Quick and Steady Maturity
of the Flock.

BY JAMES P. HOPKINS,

Poultry Editor, Lecturer and Author.
(Copsright, 19815.)

The beginner of last year, in look-
ing back on hls firat effort at rearing
chicks, will realize the fact that he
did not grow all the chicka hatched
and that the chicks that did pass from
chickhood to maturity were not as
large or as strong, or did not mature
as fast as those raised by the expe-
rienced poultry raiser. For this con-
dition there is a cause. )
One, and a very Important essential
to success In poulthy raising, is the
proper rearing of the chicks. Incuba-
tion plays an important part and, be-
fore that, the breeding stock. But
after the eggs have been properly
hatched from good, strong stock, comes
one of the most important considera-
tions in poultry raising, namely, the
successful rearing of chicks.

it is an undisputed fact that to se-
cure the best and proper shape in any
breed the chicks must be grown prop-
erly. Many a breeder's success in
the show room is due to his knowl-
edge of growing the proper matings
without a check. It holds good on
the commercial egg farm, where the
winter eggs must produced in or-
der to make & profit. The expe-
rienced growers on these egg farms
know how to properly grow the pul-
lets so they will mature at the proper
time.

Value of Improved Brooders.

With the improved brooders now on
the market that glve uniform heat and
many of them good ventilation, the
brooding problem la being solved
rapidly, yet there are still many hovers
that zre poorly ventilated and great
care should be used in the selection
of the brooder.

Proper heat is essential, and too
much heat rather than too little Is
desirable, for a chilled chick during
the firat ten days is as good as a dead
one. Extreme heat s weakening.
Therefore the beginner should see that
a proper degree of heat is maintained
for the first ten days.

In the smaller hovers not more than
fifty chicks should be placed under
the hover. With the larger hovers,
with capacity for 500 tn 1,200 chicks,
one-half that number will do better.
In many cases the brooders now made
are too small for fAfty chicks after
they reach the age of four to eight
weeks, and a secondary brooder with
more space should be provided, or
the flock should be divided.

Again, every beginner should realize
he cannot always follow the footsteps
with the same succesa of the hreeder
of years of experience. So the smaller
flock is the best in the long run. One
need mnot employ forced feeding
methods if the chicks are properly
handled.

A Well Balanced Ration.

But a well balanced ration of bran,
ground oats, mealed alfalfa, middlings
in a dry mash and placed before the
chick at all times after they are eight
or ten days old is good practice. The
writer uses 200 pounds of bran, 100
of middlings, 100 of ground oats, 100
of mealed alfalfa and 156 per cent of
high-grade beef scraps. The best grade
ercial chick feed i8 scattered in

ence Schools will give you the
special information that you need
to prevent or check disease. The
I. C. 8. Course in Poultry Culture
takes the risks out of poultry-keeping
and makes profiits larger and surer.

T -

“*J consider your Poultry Course
the best investment I ever made,”’

HOCKS, Wihite Leghorns, Black Mi-
Batel $1 tor 15; $6 1

or 100;
£12.50 fur 100: glant
: Minorea corkerels, 32
‘orest Glen, Md., *

QUALITY
VHITE PLYMOUT

H ROCKS,

L b
EGGS FOR HATOHING, a setiing of 15 eggs, §%
LLETS

CIMEKERFIS, HENS and PU.

ale, all farm raised.
RGEANT, Glendale, Md.,
¥ Tth »t. n.w. Phone M. 7

says E. Richey, 425 8th St., Waco,
Texas. *‘I could not have done so
well without the knowledge derived
from the course. [ had tried rais-
ing chickens before with poor re-
sults hcmcd;: did not know how
fo pr t i

flock.”’ gl

““To anyone taking the I. C. S.
Course in Poultry Farming there
need be no excuse for failure; if [
had it two years ago I would have |
been spared much anxiety and
loss,'” says D. H. McFalls, White

Plains, N. Y.

““Anybody intending to embark
in the poultry business, either the
ameteur or expert, should study
the I. C. S. Course in Poultry
Farming; it is indispensable,’’ says
E. J. Murphy, 260 Bloomingdaie §§
Road, Worcester, Mass. |

Moaey_ in Poultry—
If You Know How

Fri.n eggs are higher in price every
year. Poultry-raisers who know
bow have eggs to sell the year around
—at top prices.  Eroilersand roasters
pay big profits when grown, fed and
sold right. Poultrymen who use
scientific methods make each foul
earn $2 a year.

|
|

To get best results, vou moet kaow f
busizess. T Internationsl Coftespon ~
Schools will give you the ezact knowledge that
yoz need. Their course in Poultry Farming
is sensible, compeebensive and practical.  Irwill
belp you o get the Inst dollar outof yoor Sock.

Mail the Coupon
For Valuable Book

|
|
|
|
|
i
|
|
|

Box ;78 SCRANTON, PA. i
Explaic, withou. chligation on my pars. how I can| |
qualiiy for the posston befote which } mark X3 1

l Poultry Farmiog Mechan Engineering ’ |
Poultry Breeding Mechanical Dratting |
! Caneral Farming Automaoble Rucning
F irl-‘:d'n : t l:b- Sud.h. E eering l
Ut a a oD
I Livs Stesk -.l';ﬁ-m Bomta?!mm
Clvil Service Electrie Light'y & Rallways
Bookk eeping Civil En gincering
Stenography Sales manship l
Bullding Contracting Adverts
Beating Veatil's & Plwm'y | Windew Trimming I
B ne {
‘ Prescat cmplos e I
Street No. v I
1S — - Slals -!

montlh Hock, Owen strain, $1
ul finely marked barred cock-
: = Ir ave, n.e, Neorth 4340,

= BUFF OEFHINGTONS, Cook amd Forrest
Trains : . : also improved Silver

13 eg

[ fnes, Kenneds atraln; 15 eges,
| _*= sm Vamn . n.w,, Petworth. D. C.
AIREDALE PUP—Unususlly cheap; pedigreed
stock Telephone Lineoln 4.

i-I:;nge_n: T nm;liu_ald_t
reasonable.  Apt. 33, 2233 18th
= - 2
MG —Male poodie, one yesr old; very beantiful
dog. Apply Sunday, 1040 Celvert st. pow.

LITTER of regis

Id. Moder and CHuker stock. Phous No.

Hospital for Anlm=zls, 2115 14th st, 22=

White Rock hena for breedera:

now laving, wvery fine ones: would

oge for other good stock. Phone
t:.

BULL PUP— Registered
fine pedigres
n.W.

| collie pupples for sale:

Save Money
on Poultry Feed

Make your fowls work for their
food and save grain and labor by
using the H-1 6 in 1 Exerciser-
Feeder. Fill it in the morning 3nd
the fowls feed themselves duning
the day. The

Shi

" " Exerciser-Feeder

makes other feeding devices un-
necessary. Large central hopper
holds grain that the birds scacter
in the litter by pecking at an agi-
tator. Six other compartments
hold dry mash, grit, &di, beef
scrap, etc. Price 40-quart $4.75,
20-quart $3.75.

We also sell and rantee H-1
Poultry Remedies, Hatchalot In-
cubators, International Sani
Hovers and other

SCHULTZ'S SEED BTORE,
Seeds and Poultry BSupplies,
304,10tk sf. m.w., Wash., D. C.

the litter four or five times a day, until
the chicks are eight weeks old, when
coarger grains are fed. When milk
can be obtained cheaply enough it is
a welcome addition to the ration.
When taken from the brooder and
placed in colony coops on range, or in
¥ards, great care should be exercised
that plenty of ventilatlon is provided
the chicks and that no crowding is
necessitated.

A steady development of the chicks
can only be accomplished by careful
attention to small detalls, many go
small as to escape notlce. Too much
heat or too little during the early davs
of the chick’s life will cause them to
recelve their first check. Placing them
In growing quarterse where they are
compeiled to stay in poorly ventilated
buildings and are overcrowded, uatter
they have been taken from the brooder
or hen is the second check.

The neglect to provide proper feed
and the absence of green food 1s an-
other cause, and when the hot days of
summer come the failure to furnish
shade, either natural or artificial, will
retard growth. Check in the growth of
the fowls means that much delay in
their maturity, the laying of the first
egz—or, possibly, the loss of a prize at
the poultry show.

Attention to Details.

} Froperly growing poultry is accom-
| plished only by close attention to the
! leading essentials. This does not mean
the pampering of chicks or stock. They
can be checked by overkindness. But
it does mean that every one who is suc-
cessful, must pay attention to the
known laws of succeseful rearing. The

feed rations of different successful
poultry keepers may vary slightly, but
the same foundation is bhehind them,

namely, elements to make bone nnd
muscle. The management of the
brooder may differ slightly, but

warmth and fresh air are the keynotes,
The poultry quarters may be of differ-
ent models, but wventilation without
drafts is the essential sought for. There
should be ut least three to four square
feet of space for each fowl. To these
known rules the beginner must adhere,
if success in poultry is to result.

Poultry Need Green Foods.

The need of green foods for poultry
throughout the year is unguestioned.
How to secure them is a serlous prob-
lem. But the extra trouble taken to
secure greens for the flock is more
than repaid in their Improved health
and productiveness. There are various
ways of providing such foods, and some
of them will be described in mnext
week’'s article, Look for it appearing
exclusively in The Btar next Sunday.

Hadn’t Used One.
From Judge.

Uncle Ezra—Eph Hoskins must have
had some time down In New York.

Uncle Eben—Yep. Reckon he trav-
eled a mighty swift pace. Eph's wife
said that when Eph got back and went
Into his room he looked at the bed,
kicked it and said, “What's the durn

Poultry Yard Notes.

Jowa’'s state-wide “rooster day' is an
idea that might be adopted to excel-
lent advantage everywhere else In the
United States. On that day, in Iowa,
farmers, poultrymen and all who raise
chickens are urged to send all surplus
roosters to market, reserving only
those male birds required for breeding
The plan has a number of

purposes.
advantages. It disposes of the exira
males, turning them into cash, which

may be used in buying feed for the
remainder of the flock; it eliminates
undesirable males from the flocks and
prevents fertilization of any eggs bat
those in the breeding yards—thus
making the market eggs more valu-
able; it obviates the hatching of a
miscellaneous lot of chicks sired by
males not at all likely to produce high-
type ouspring, and it cuts down the
number of fowls.to be fed. In these
days of altitudinous prices for feed of
all kinds the latter is a big consider-
ation, while all the other points make
the plan worthy of adoption in every
section of the country where poultry
is raised.

Chicka hatched in November and De-
cember should weigh at this time from
a pound to a pound and a half. Such
chicks are known in this locality as
squab broilers, though in New York a
squab broiler is one that weighs only
about three-quarters of a pound. The
pound to pound and a half broilers,
however, are much superior in table
quality, and the broilers of this size
are pnow bringing 35 to 40 cents a
pound for the ra.lr:r trade. There i8
money In broilers dt this price, and the
poultrymen "who make a practice of
hatching a number of chicks through
November and December are now get-
ting the money.

Don't neglect the green feed for the
breeders. Strongly fertile eggs that
will hatch chicks full of vitality can-
not be had ynless the breeding fowls
have plenty of green feed.

Poultrymen are turning 1o grains

other than wheat for use as poultry
feed. Wheat at $1.50 or more a bushel
is entirely too high priced to put into
€gEgs that bring 40 cents a dozen. Per-
haps, if people generally understood
just what it costs, in these days of war
prices for grain and feed of all kinds,
to keep a flock of hens in good laying
condition, they would not object so
strenuously when asked to pay 40 or
45 cents a dozen for twenty-four-hour-
old eggs=.
The poultryman who this spring sets
aslde a good sized plot of ground to be
sown to clover will find it a paying
proposition during the coming year.
The growing clover will furnish the
fowls plenty of the besat green stufl
possible, while the remainder of the
crop, cut and cured, to be used as a part
of the litter, or to be scalded and fed
during the winter as a substitute for
green stuff, will seave many a dollar.
Of course, the clover i= not as valuable
a component of the ration as alfalfa.
but even then it is decidedly worth
growing.

Sunflowers. planted in corners of the
poultry yard, along the fences and in
other places where there is room, will
help out a lot next winter. Frotected
from the fowls until they have attained
sufficient height to be immune from
their attacks, the sunflower plants will
furnish a lot of shade, while every stalk
will produce a head of sunflower seeds
to help out the grain ration. Dry the
heads whole, and once in a while throw
one into the poultry house for the hens to
peck at. They will get every seed,
The seeds are rieh in fatty materiails
and should not be fed to excess; but
how the hens do go after them.

As

spring advances, wage unremit-
ting warfare on the insect pests that
will be emerging from the winter's
hibernation to plague the fowls. Paint
the roosts and supports with coal oil,
to ‘which has been added about & per
cent of crude carbolic acid. Spray or
otherwise coat every inch of the walls
and roof of the houses with carbolized
whitewash. Sift a reliable insect pow-
der into the nest material and paint
the insgide of the nest boxes with a
reliable insecticide. Ordinary flowers
of sulphur dusted into the nest ma-
terial is also good to kill the mites,
etc. An hour or so of work of this
kind now will save many hours later
on, and will also save the hens from

a lot of annoyance and suffering.

Dealers In poultry appliances, such

as incubators, etc, say the volume of
saleg this spring, as well as of orders

booked for delivery within a month

or so, indicate a tremendous boom in
t
faect that from all
States come reports of breeding stock
cut down to the irreducible minimum,
one wonders where

he poultry business. In view of the

over the United

the ezgs are com-
ing from to fill all these incubators.

Watch the breedin_g stock carefully

and see that all are In the best possibie
condition,
est sign of moping or disease, remove
her at once from among the others, and

If a hen shows the slight-

do the same In the case of the males.
Alling fowls cannot fail to produce
weak, worthless chicks, if, indeed, they
produce any at all, and one weak,
droopy. feeble, alling chick may be the
cause of frightful mortality among a
whole brooder full of baby chicks.
Isolate ailing breeders for a few davs
In order to see what_the trouble is. If

ULTRY

2 hen, with the layers when she has
fully recovered, or send her to market:
do not, under any consideration, try to
use her again as a breeder. If a male,
Wwait until he has recovered. and then
send him to market, unless he is a very
valuable bird, but do not use him at
the head of a pen of breeders again
this season. 1If, however, the ailment
is really serious—croup or a severe
case of chickenpox—kill the sick fowl

at once and burn the carca
it deeply. SHCEIR

Questions and Answers.

Question—Please give the formula for
4 good dry mash. How sghould such
a mash be fed?

Answer—There are any number of
dry mash formulas, and several re-
liable feed mills put such mixtures up,
in 100-pound bags, already blended and
ready to feed. However, after several
Years of experimenting with warious
mashes, the following has been found
by the writer to be without doubt the
best he has ever used. Agr it has been
used for the past four vears with un-
failing success, the writer has no
hesitancy In recommending Iit. The
mixture is:

Wheat bran .,........... 20 pounds
Wheat middlings .. 20 pounds
Coromeal . . 10 pounds
Alfalfa meal 19 pounds
Gluten meal . 10 pounds
Linseed meal 10 pounds
Beef scrap . pounds

100 pounds

To this amount add five pounds of
granulated charcoal and three pounds
of coarse salt, mixing all thoroughly
and running it through a medium fine
sieve if pogrsible. Feed in ordinary dry
mash hoppers. This mash may alao be
used to make a wet mash If desired,
using enough bolling water to make
A crumbly mass, or wetting the dry
mixture with skim milk or buttermilk
if you have either.

Questlon—Will you kindly inform me
in your Sunday poultry column the
average welght per dozen of hens'
eggs, zlso the minimum weight per
dozen of select market eggs?

Answer—The average weight per
dozen of market eggs Is about eighteen
ounces. The minimum weight per
dozen of eggs to be graded as select
market eggs is twenty-four ounces.
Strietly fancy premium eggs, for the
best trade, will weigh from twenty-
eight to thirty ounces per dozen. How-
ever, the eggs from differcnt breeds
vary greatly In welight; this is also
true of different strains of the same
breed. Ordinary market eggs, from
storage, often weigh as’ low as one
pound, sixteen ounces, per dozen, while
there are flocks that produce extra
select eggs that will average straight
through, two pounds to the dozen.

Question — Traders here — Fauquier
| county, Va.—are paying 18 to 20 cents
|2 dozen for the best eggs. At present
prices of feed this price makes the
poultry business a losing proposition.
| Would it be possible for me to get
better prices by shipping eggs to
|‘Vnahington? I could ship two cases
twice each week.

Answer—As the very best grade of
table eggs are selling in Washington
for 40-45 cents a dozen at dealers, you
should be able to get from 25 to 30
cents a dozen for your eggs If you
shipped them direct here, after paying
expressage, and you might get even
more, provided the eggs are uniform,
strictly fresh and Infertile. Why not
try selling them direct to conaumers
by parcel post? You know, produce
can be sent C. O. D. by parcel post, the
same as by express. An inexpensive
advertisement in The Sunday Star or
The Evening Star should find plenty
of customers for you.

Question—Is it true, as many poultry
ralsers declare, that there are distinct
show types of fowls and equally dis-
tinct egg-laying tyvpes? Many auccess-
ful breeders, 1 am aware, assert that
heavy layers of any breed of poultry
are not “"good" enough to win in the
shows; while other breeders are Just
as positlve in declaring that hens that
come up to the American Standard of
Perfection lay as many eggs, with
proper attention to feeding, as hens
that would not be consldered as hav-
ing a chance in the show rooms,

Answer—This {8 a guestion that for
vears has been the basls for acrimoni-
ous dispute among poultry breeders.
Many men apparently qualified to be
known as experts assert that fowls
bred for exhibition purposes are al-
most always too finely bred to be of
much account as layers: while others
just as highly qualified are equally
positive on the other side. Experience
of proprietors of blg egg farms would
seem to indicate that fowls that come
quite up-to the American Standard of
Perfection are not, as a rule, very
heavy layers. It is true, also, that
hens that have made high records in
ezg-laving contests have never been
prize winners when judged on points.
For Instance, the Standard says that
Leghorns must have low, well spread
talls, small combs. long, somewhat nar-
row, bodies, etc, while, as a matter of
fact, the heaviest laying Leghorn pul-
lets and hens of which the writer
knows have been birds with rather
high, stralght tails and large combs
hanging down =0 far as to obscure one
eve, although the hody conformation
of these hens has Invariably been long,
with plenty of breadth between the
legs. It may easily happen that in
breeding for points the productiveness,
in eges, of the hens may be lost sicht
of; no breeder, no matier how closely
he attends to the details of his busi-
ness, can possibly keep an eyve on every
feature of breeding. Without desiring
to start a controversy in this column,
however, the writer will state that the
single-comb white leghorns bred - by
Tom Barron of England would never

capture even honorable mention In an

(Copyright, 1915.)

Barred Plymouth Rocks.

BY LOUIS PAUL GRAHAM.

The always popular and probably the
widest known of all American breeds
of poultry is the Barred Plymouth
Rock.

It is generally agreed among authori-
ties that the present-day Barred Ply-
mouth Rock & descended from a cross
of the Dominlque' and Black Jars, the
latter a fowl of Asglatic origin. Ply-
mouth Rocks beca widely popular,

3 Sy

thing for?"”
\

being especlally  n - )le and profit-
g . ¢ b5 w#

able. Almost every farmer in the
country bred Plymouth Rocks, because
they were, and are today, great layers
of large brown eges. The chicks grow
rapidly and make excellent table
fowls at all ages, from broller =size
up. They are good foragers and will
glve satisfactory results, even under
conditions that are mot the best.

Barred Plymouth Rock males weigh
from eight to ten pounds; females from
six to eight pounds. Their evenly
barred plumage I8 striking and beau-
tiful, and the fowls in flocks are de-
cidedly attractive. They have demon-
strated for many ¥Years their worth
as a farmer's fowl The fowls do
well in confinement and practically
guarantee a plentiful supply of big
brown eggs, and as many toothsome
brollers, roasters and stewing fowls as

your table requires.

American show if judged according to
the American Standard of Perfection.
The Barron strain, however, is known
as one of the heaviest egg-laying
strains of single-comb white leghorns
in the world. This may mean some-
thing, or it may mean nothing; the
writer simply states what Is generally
accepted as a fact.

Question—Please print in the poultry
column of The Sunday Star a suitable
ration for feeding baby chicks.

Answer—Chicks should not be fed for
at least thirty-six hours after they are
hatched; forty-eight hours would be
even hetter. This is in order to allow
the yolk of the egg, which is taken into
the chick's digestive tract the last
thing before the chick bursts out of the
shell, to be completely absorbed. Ug-
less complete absorption and assimila-
tion of this yolk occurs, digestive trou-
bles are set up which can be overcome
only with great difficulty, if at all
When the chicks are twenty-four hours
old, sprinkle fine chick grit In the
brooder where they can get It; also give
them water made the color of claret
with permanganate of potash. When
they are from thirty-six to forty-eight
hours old, feed them pinhead oatmeal,
feeding only as much as they will clean
up in five minutes. In two hours give
them another feed of the oatmeal, and
a third about three hours later, remov-
ing all that Is not consumed in five
minutes. The following day repeat this
system of feeding, glving the oatmeal
at three-hour intervals. The third day
continue to feed the pinhead oatmeal
at three-hour intervals, but place a
small quantity of coarse wheat bran in
the brooder, in a box the sides of which
are low enough to permit the chicks to
eat it. At this period the chicks may
be glven skim milk or buttermilk, if
either is awvailable, allowing them to
have as much as they will drink. Con-
tinue the oatmeal and bran ration—
with, of course, plenty of chick grit at
all times, as well as a vessel of fine
oyster shell and another of finely
granulated charcoal—until the chicks
are two weeks old; then gradually
wean them from the oatmeal and sub-
stitute for it a reliable commercial
chick feed, continuing with the dry
wheat bran as well. The practice of
feeding the chicks the eggs—hard
boiled and crushed—that have been
tested out as Infertile during incuba-
tion is not one to be recommended, not-
withstanding the fact that many poul-
trymen advocate it. The only good
feature of this use of incubated infer-
tile eggs .is that it utilizes eggs that
otherwise would be thrown away, and
this is a feature of very doubtful econ-
omy, as it often results in setting up
digestive troubles among the chicks
that causes the death of scores of them
before they attain the age of three
weeks. Addition of finely chopped
sprouted oats or other green, succulent
feed, to the ration at about the second
week, and of finely minced cooked beef
or sifted beef scrap twice a week, after
the third or fourth week, keeps the
chicks in good condition and helps in
strong and vigorous growth. The baby
chick feed may be discontinued as soon
as the chicks are large enough to eat
the ordinary commercial scratch feed
or one of the specially mixed chick de-
veloping feeds, to be had of all dealers
in poultry feeds and supplies.

Phantom Ships.

F the many legends of phantom

ships, none is more widely told
than that of the “Flying Dutchman,”
or phantom ship of Vanderdecken. How
the story originated mo one knows, but
it has been uscertained that there was
4 seaman of repute who many vears
ago salled from Holland to the east

|vla the Cape of Good Hope, but was

never heard of again.

Some authoritles say that, meeting
with contrary winds off the cape, he
swore a terrible oath, in consequence
of which the divine wrath decreed that
he should be occupied until the crack
of doom in endeavoring to weather the
headiand. Others state that this pun-
ishment was meted out to him in retri-
bution for & terrible murder he com-
mitted before commencing his fateful
voyage.

Whatever the cause of this ancient
mariner's monotonous wanderings may
be, it is probably in connection with
him that the most authentic and cold-
hlooded record of any phantom exists,
either afloat or ashore, for it is stated
that in the log of the British ship Bac-
chante, while on a wvoyage round the
world in 18%1, there appears July 11

the entry: “Flying Dutchman crossed
our bows.” The logbook of one of tne
then largest of her majesty's naval

vessels, for such the Bacchante was, is
certainly the last place to expect to
find a record of a phantom ship.

In the *“Chronicles of the St. Law-
rence,” by Le Maline, it is recorded that
on a certaln day Iin the year a phan-
tom ship is meen off Cape d'Espoir in
Gaspe bay. Lights are seen aboard of
her and her decks are crowded with
men. By the foot of the bowsprit a
man is consplcuous!y standing and fac-
ing the shore, with a woman clinging
to his arm. Gradually the lizhts go out
and the vessel sinks. It Is said to be
the ghost of the flagship of a fleet
which was sent out to reduce the
French forts, the vessel being lost with
all hands. There is also related among
the lumbermen of the same great river
the tale of an antique caravel which
gails up the Cadeolia Falls, where no
other vessel dare or could follow.

On the west coast of England there
are told many stories of the visitations
of ghostly vessels, Cornwall boasts of
a goblin ship probably unique the
world over, as she not only salls the
water, bul proceeds most unconcern-
edly some distance inland.

This is the specter ship of Porthcuno,
and Robert Hunt relates the experience
of a local man who claimed to have
witnessed one of her escapades. She
is described as a black sqguare-rigged,
single-masted vessel, sorhetimes tow-
ing a small boat. No crew is ever
seen—presumably it is down below.

The personal narrative of the man
referred to is as follows: "Un came
the craft. It passed steadily through
the breakers, glided over the sands,
steadily pursued its course on the dry
lund as if It had been water. On it
went to Bodelan, where St. Leven for-
merly dwelt. It then steered Its course
to Chygwlden, and there vanished like

smoke."”

Bottrell also tells us that in another
Cornish bay during an incoming fog
the noise of falling spars, guns firing
and so forth s heard as If an action
were In progresa. i

Many instances can be given of how
ghips themselves are said to be haunt-
ed, especially when a murder has oc-
curred on board:; and of the West In-
dies gruesome stories are told of the
restless spirits of the ancient pirates,
who presumably are too wicked to
leave this sphere,

a

shipwrecked seaman with fund of
“horrors,” which he eventually relates
to a gaping audience of brother salts,

Rock Cannon.

WHEN the Tsland of Malta wag un-
der the rule of the Knights of
Malta. they defended their soverelgnty
with cannon bored in the rock. Each
one of these strange Wweapons <on-
tained an entire barrel of powder, and
as it was not possible to vary the aim
of these cannon, fifty of them were made
ready, facing various directions from
which the enemy might approach.

When the fame of these arms of de-
fense became known to the world, the
idea was conceived of transporting rock
to the summits to serve the same pur-
pose, but the scheme Was soon Trecog-
nized as impracticable, and the cannon
of Malta have passed into history as
the sole weapons of the kind ever
known.

Might Be Misunderstood,

From the Philadelpbin Record,
“He's a perfect duck of a doctor!™
“For heaven's sake don't tell people

Bo." X
“Why not.?” ’
“Naturally, they'll think e’s X

quack.”

but visit their old!
quarters and provide any unfortunate,

CCIDENTS to hunters cost many
A lives and cause many grave in-
juries to men each year. A very
large proportion of these accidents re-
sults from ignorance or gross careless-
ness in the handling and carrying of
a gun. Tragedles of the kind indicated
were rare when Amercans were more
generally “gun wise” than they are now
and when huntng was more practiced
than now. Under conditions today a
great many men “hunt” or walk
through the fields and woods with loaded
guns who have had little exercise in
the art of hunting and have not had
that elementary Instruction in the use
and care of firearms which was the
good fortune of the American boy of
two or three generations ago.

A man brought up with a gun and
who, as a boy, received his instruction
from & man who was efficlent In such
things is always careful with a gun. He
treats it with a great deal of respect
He acts on the theory that the gun is
always loaded. Knowing better than
to “fool” with a loaded gun and habitu-
ally practicing care, it does not occur
to him to “fool” with an unloaded gun.
On the other hand, it seems to be the
practice of a man not gun wise or well
trained in gun ethics to take liberties
with a gun about as soon as he lays
his hands on one. It is this man who is
forever pointing a gun at ‘mn‘_l_e man
“just for the fun of the thing.” This
is the man who is squinting down the
gun barrel or the gun barrels, playing
with the trigger and snapping the ham-
mer. The experienced gun man has a
horror of pointing a gun in play. When
he aims it is with the intent to shoot,
and he knows the gun is loaded.

-
& ¥

Boys who were brought up in the
neighboriood of Washington in the
long ago had their lessons in gun-
craft, just as they had their proper in-
struction in horsemanship. They were
taken In hand by their elders. It was
taught that if was extremely bad form
to climb a fence with a gun on the
shoulder, or to climb through & fence
carrying the gun. It was bad form to
leave the gun on the near side of the
fence, climb the fence and then pull
the gun through or lift it over. The
gun was to be put over first, with the
hammers at “safety,” and put where, if
you broke a rail in climbing the fence,
the gun would not fall After placing
the gun in the right way on the far
side of the fence, the boy was at lib-
erty to climb over or through the fence.
This practice became a habit, which
clung to a man through life. Climb-
ing through = fence with a gun and
pulling it through after you is notice
to the real huntsman that your _gun
training was either neglected h} your
youth or that you never had any.

No boy was allowed to carry his gun
on his shoulder when he went before
you—that is, when he was waikl:iﬁ
ahead of you. The gun probably wou
not go off, but If anything of that
kind happened, the man behind might
be hit. Therefore, the proper position
of the gun carried by the hunter in
front was under the shoulder and over
the forearm, with the muzzle pointed
into the ground. The man walking
behind should carry his gun over the
shoulder and muzzle sharply upward.
He must not carry the gun with its
muzzle to the front, because the man
ahead of him must be considered. He
was not permitted to carry his gun in
both hands with the muzzle }?orizonml.
and was allowed to bring his gun to
that position only when about to

THE ETHICS OF THE GUN
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about guns then =tay out on the lawn
and play eroquet with the ladies. (lo-
member that a man who can't <hoot
is always fooling with a gun, just as
a man on a ‘horse who can't ride
?!r'.?y’ galloping and pulling on
M.

Boys on Stock Exchange.

OR  npearly 300 years CRT TR TN ]
privilege has been enjoved by the
bhoys of Amsterdam, Holland. At a fix=
ed time each summer these boys gatlher
by the hundreds in the great square
called the Dam, situated in the center
of the city, and each boy has a drum
slung over his shoulder,
Facing this square is the stock ¢x=-
change, and on the oceasion in
tion just as =oon as the day's business

=
the

AT

|is over as many of the boys as can

crowd into the building. They proceed
to the floor of the exchange, where, in
accordance with this old custom, thes
are permitted to march aboul, singing
and beating their drums.

The origin of this odd custom is =.id
to_he as follows:

Oue afternoon in the vear 162 i
crowd of boys playing in the Dam lost
a hall in the eanal that in those davs
skirted one side of the square. (me of
the lads while climbing in amons ]
piles on which the building stood fou
instead of his ball a boat moored in
dark corper and loaded with boxes of
gunpowder. Thi= showed elearly
enough what was afterward ascertail -
ed with certainty—the iutention of the
Spanish conspirators to blow up the
stock exchange while it was crowded,
ag it was every day, with the leading
citizens of the city.

The boy who stumbled upon the gun-
powder at once hurried to the towun
authorities with his news. The boat-
load of explosives was quietly sunk

the canal and the Spanish plot Lhus
frustrated.
When the burgesses asked the bos

whiat reward he desired for the servioe
he had rendered the town he replied
that so long as there was a stock ex-
change in Amsterdam the boys of the
town would Jlike to bhe permitted tlo
make the floor of the exchange their
playground during a certain part of
the wyear. The request was granted,
and so the custom survives,

RED WAR TROUSERS OF
FRANCE HAVE PASSED

O reference to the red trousers of
French troops on the hattle
now comes over the cables, though re-
ports now and then mention this long
familiar feature of the French soldicr
in news from the concentration ca s
in the south and west of France. v
there the red pantaloon has nearly

passed, if not quite passed, by tois
time, and when the spring campaign
begins the brilliant and consplcuous

trousers which the troops of France
have worn since 18298 will he a memory

The red pantaloon was an evioencs
of the unpreparedness of France at the
outhreak of the war. At the first eall
1o arms the German legions put on new
gray-green uniforms, which were held
in the military depots. The first reports
from Belgium made much of the gray
green lines and columns, which blended

admirably with the dust of the rouds,
the turf and stubhble of the fields and
the foliage of the woods. Frequent

mention in the early reporis was mads
of French red trousers, which was

shoot. ] §

The old-fashioned boy was In dis-
grace if he shot at something he did
not see. His nerves must be better
trained than that. There was always
danger of killing your dog, If you did
not see and understand what the game
was. To shoot into a moving bush or
at a swaying twig was the act of an
amateur. It wasted ammunition
if you killed something it might no
what you meant to kill. 1t is
nervous and hasty shooting which has
cost the Vife of many a man by “hunt-
ers” who have had no training or ex-
perience in hunting.

It was an old-fashioned maxim that
when you sat down to rest shells
shounld he withdrawn in the case of a
breech-loader or the caps removed in
the case of a muzzle-loader. To set a
loaded gun against a tree or to lean
it against a fence was contrary fto
gun ethies. Your dog might knock
the gun over.

It was also the rudest form to carry
a loaded gun into the house. The shells
were withdrawn or the caps removed
when you came up to the kitchen door
or the poren of the house. To put a
loaded gun in the corner by the fire- |
piace or in any other corner where a |
dog or one of the children might knock |
it down was a thing no country-bred
gentleman would do.

There are many other things whicu
boys in the country drained by the Po-
tomac and Patuxent rivers were taught
and drilled about guns, but it might
be summed up in what was a very
common admonition from father to son,
and which ran something iike this:
“You are to consider *hat vour gun
is always loaded. You are never Lo
aim at anything unless you know what
it is and mean to shoot. If anybody
alms a gun at wyou shoot him. Re-
member that every gun is always load-
ed, and when you start to -lean ycur
gun don't think that you have faken
out the shells, but know that they are
not in the gun. If you can’'t learn
and remember these simple things

and |
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about the most consgpicuous color a man
| could put on. Military observers in the
| United States who had not maintained
la close touch with French military
| affairs expressed surprise at this. The
!French had been alert in adopting many
| military improvements and had devised
ymany themeslves. Yet in the matter
| of uniforme they seem not to hi
profited by lessons learned by the
lish when they abandoned red coats
for field service, and by the United
States when the traditional blue was
laid away when practical work was in
hand
| It was not that the French were not
|.';live to the advant ges of uniformin
troope In colors that approached invisi-
bility as nearly as such a thing is pos-
eible, but that they had not overcoms
| the great task of turning their back-
| on a traditional color with glorious us-
gociations and of outdtting their mii-
lions of men with new uniforms. That
has been a labor of months and i= now
about complete. The Fr armies
have been taking on : tint
and perhaps are now 3
The subject of
French armies in colors that would
stand out boldly angainst the landsc
has been discussed for a good u
YEArs, A commission to inguire int
the matter and to report on it was ap-
pointed by the minister of war duri
or just after the Ansglo-Boer )

no po=iti action re=ulied
commission was appointed ddu
Russo-Japanese war, Thet

great  sold -painter, who

“The Tassing Regiment,” h

the Corcoran Gallery of Art f
years, desizned a wniform of &
green, and it was experiment
a number of the units of 1] i

army being outfitted in it
ous things hindered and po-tpoens
ciothing of the whole force
public in the new material
was finally adopted as the
tive coloring.
There was not
mies of Napoleon.
But protective coloring for
then mnot much thought of,
thoucht of, was probably
thought of, having a saver of
to the old-time soldier. The red t
ers of the French troops were intro-
duced in 1529, when Viscount de Vaux
was minister of war.

it
He preferred whits
Lroops wWias
w

much red in T

A bis

not W

FARM AND GARDEN.

FARM AND GARDEN.

washing, and harvest profitable,

Save Fertilizer by
Using the Subsoil

The subsoil contains plant food to last for
Use this fertility. Get below the hard-worked topsoil and
make the fresh, fertile subsoil feed your crops. BEreak up the
subsoil 4 or 5 feet deep, protect your fields

ons.

from drouth and
record-breaking crops by using

” Use Atlas Farm Powder to shatter

stumps and boulders—clear land
at the cost of the old way.
Dig your ditches with it. Use it
to restore and enrich your soil.
Plant your trees in blasted holes
and get fruit two years quicker.




